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that kept coming up as members talked about
him were ‘‘gentleman’’ and ‘‘statesman.’’
There was reverence in their voices when they
spoke of his elegance and eloquence.

The voters of the 9th District were proud to
elect Sid Yates as their Representative twen-
ty-four times because they knew that he would
never fail them. He never wavered from his
principles and values, liberal values he shared
with the vast majority of his constituents.
Through all the years—the McCarthy era, the
Reagan and Bush years—Sid Yates was
steadfast, never bending with the political
winds or polls. He was beloved in his district
and he is deeply missed.
f

HONORING THE CAREER OF MR.
GARY S. THURBER

HON. THOMAS M. DAVIS
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 1, 2000
Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, today I

pay tribute to Mr. Gary S. Thurber, who is re-
tiring from the Defense Logistics Agency
(DLA), Fort Belvoir, Virginia, on November 3,
2000. His distinguished government career
spans 30 years. Mr. Thurber currently serves
as the Executive Director, the highest civilian
position, at Headquarters, Defense Logistics
Agency. His record of achievement during this
period reflects great credit upon himself and
upon the organizations with which he has
served. His contributions to the National De-
fense will be missed as he moves on to new
opportunities.

Mr. Thurber is a member of the Senior Ex-
ecutive Service and has received numerous
awards over his 30-year career, including the
Meritorious Executive Presidential Rank Award
in 1994 and the DLA Exceptional Civilian
Service Award in 1995 and 2000.

After serving in the U.S. Army for three
years, Mr. Thurber worked at the Air Force
Contract Management Division, Air Force Sys-
tems Command, Kirtland AFB, New Mexico,
from October 1973 through July 1990. He
joined the Defense Logistics Agency in July
1990 and has served in the following leader-
ship positions: Chief, Plans, Policy and Sys-
tems Division; Executive Director, Contracting;
Deputy Director, Corporate Administration; As-
sociate Director for Operations, Defense Con-
tract Management Command; Associate Direc-
tor for Acquisition, Defense Contract Manage-
ment Command; Director, Defense Energy
Support Center; and Director, Corporate Ad-
ministration.

Mr. Speaker, in concluding, I am honored to
ask my colleagues to join me in congratulating
Mr. Gary Thurber on his retirement from Fed-
eral Civil Service. He epitomizes the dedica-
tion and professionalism that make our Fed-
eral government a model all over the world.
f

CONCERNING VIOLENCE IN
MIDDLE EAST

SPEECH OF

HON. BARBARA LEE
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 24, 2000
Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong oppo-

sition to H. Con. Res. 426, which states that

‘‘The Palestinian leadership not only did too lit-
tle for far too long to control the violence, but
in fact encouraged it.’’

Israel has been the United States’ strongest
ally in the Middle East, and I continue to sup-
port Israel’s statehood and efforts to maintain
secure borders. At the same time, I support
the Palestinians’ effort to have a homeland.
Consequently, I support the peace process
and I strongly believe a negotiated settlement
is the only way Israel and the Palestinians will
develop a lasting peace.

It is specifically for that reason that I voted
against H. Con. Res. 426. If the United States
is to be able to maintain its role as a credible
peace broker, it is my belief that we must
maintain our legitimacy by avoiding adopting
one-sided resolutions. For that same reason, I
voted to condemn the United Nations Resolu-
tion ES–10–6, which singled out and opposed
Israeli actions in occupied East Jerusalem and
the rest of the Occupied Palestinian Territory.

Israel’s security is a priority in our foreign
policy. As Israel’s ally, we should do every-
thing we can to help reduce tensions in that
part of the world. This resolution will not stop
the violence or end instability in the Middle
East.

The Primary objective of the United States
should be to help end the current violence so
that all parties can begin to resume peace
talks. We must focus on supporting balanced
measures that restore peace, stability, and the
confidence of both parties.

I urge my colleagues to support balanced
measures that promote peace and stability
during this dire time in the Middle East.
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Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, it was nec-
essary for me to be in my district yesterday to
meet a long-standing obligation. Con-
sequently, I was unable to be present for roll-
call No. 584 and rollcall No. 585. Had I been
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ in both
cases.
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TRONIC MARKETPLACE OWNER-
SHIP DISCLOSURE ACT
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Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
today I introduced the Electronic Marketplace
Ownership Disclosure Act.

The intent of this legislation is to increase
the information available to businesses and
consumers who conduct commerce on the
Internet.

The Internet has transformed the economy,
increasing efficiencies and allowing commer-
cial transactions to take place on a global
scale never before contemplated. Increasingly,
Internet commerce websites serve as neutral
third-party platforms that match buyers with
sellers.

The value of these sites, whether they serve
as marketplaces for financial services products
or airline tickets, is their neutrality and conven-
ience. Industry and consumers can be con-
fident that they are receiving the best possible
prices based on the fact the Internet platform
over which they are conducting business does
not have an interest in the transaction.

The Electronic Marketplace Ownership Dis-
closure Act is intended to prevent the creation
of sites that appear to be neutral third-parties
but are actually owned by business interests
that take part in the transactions conducted on
the site.

This legislation requires the proprietors of
Internet commerce websites to disclose, on
the site, the extent to which an Internet mar-
ketplace’s controlling equity holders plan to
become trading participants on the site. It also
requires Internet commerce websites to dis-
close the identity of their corporate parents.

As a member of the Banking Committee, I
believe businesses and consumers have the
right to know when they conduct a foreign cur-
rency exchange on an Internet commerce site,
that the proprietors of the site are participating
in the transaction. The global, amorphous na-
ture of the Internet is its great strength. This
legislation only seeks to increase public con-
fidence in it as a tool for commerce.

I am an ardent believer in government tak-
ing a hands off approach to Internet com-
merce. This legislation merely requires disclo-
sure and is not intended to create a burden on
Internet companies. I look forward to com-
ments on this legislation and will introduce it
again next year.
f
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Wednesday, November 1, 2000
Mr. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I honor the Junior

League of Santa Barbara for 75 years of serv-
ice to the community of Santa Barbara. I have
had the privilege of working with the Junior
League for several years and know of the im-
pact the League has had on countless chil-
dren and young people.

The Junior League of Santa Barbara was
founded and admitted to the Association of
Junior Leagues on January 2, 1925. The
Santa Barbara League’s first program included
a camp for underprivileged children and a pro-
gram that saved many children from tuber-
culosis. In 1948, the Volunteer Bureau was or-
ganized as a clearinghouse for volunteers for
civil, cultural and education agencies, and in
1957, the Welfare Council was established
with the Junior League’s assistance to im-
prove health, recreation, and welfare of Santa
Barbara County. During the 1960’s the Junior
League provided funds to the Fellowship
House, the Goleta Boys and Girls Clubs, Head
Start, the January 28th Committee, and the
educational facility at the Child’s Estate. The
League was reorganized in 1971 and began a
number of new projects, including a matinee
concert series with the Santa Barbara Sym-
phony, a workshop for elementary school
teachers in environmental education, and the
Courthouse Tours program.
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